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New York Theatre Diary 


The Chair- Originals Only 7/14/54. Producers of Originals Only Tom 1111 and 
Don Stuart present their new play. elena , Lawrence Clark, Elios Belfi, and 
Hal Oecisy ere featured, The writers aiso scheduled to close 
July 25 et City center. . August | com Sn Fus Golden 8/2, 
Fifth Season ab Corts 8/22, xt Night Dream Met. 
Opera 9/21/54. Old Vio produstion limited run. 


Current Theatre Reviewse Off Broadway Week 


The Cretan Woman- Provincetown Playhouse 1/6/64. First production of Players 
Theatrs von Heir “*Sices on Robinson Jeffers play. Funke,Times, Crist, Herald Trib- 
une and La gur, 1 Telegram & Sun thought group did commendable job with a diffi- 
oult soripte ‘a Brooks and Charles Aidman were applauded for outstanding jobs. 
Times drama eden sredited group with courage,enterprise and good sense for showing 
Jeffors play in WY for Liest time, Herald Tribune reviewer thought the selection of 
the play ma have been over ombitious, but the soript is worth hearing and Brooks is 
certain! xurth seeing. WIGS critic found excitement for the listener. He marked as 
the sts ar achievement the embodiment of Theseus by Aidman, an actor with a remark- 
able tenting aud dignity. On the con side McClain, Journal American, doubted if the 


audi on was very mach interestei. While Herridge, Post, feared it was nearly 411 poe- 
try and no theatre. Most oritics panned the "air-cooled" as not. 


Salvation ons String Theatre de Lys 7/7/84. Though most of the eritios found 
gone inverest an Least one of the 8 Paul Green one act plays presented by C. N. 
ChristerLerry, dr. and David J. Grahen. Chair Endowed, The No Count Boy and Supper 
For tie Ded vere the soripts produced in NYC for the first time, Critios agreed 
that first wish Johu Kollog, Sylvie Leigh and “lsen offered little of interest, 
Though nos found eajoyrsat du the second sori: 6. oniy Shanley,Times, thought it the 
pest. Skedtze Milier, Bedtvo Ackerman and Wrighi King were featured in the comic folk 
tale. Most thought the sant script with Fred O'Neal and Rosetta le Noire was the most 
important, Taough Tines man thought the tale or voodoo and violenee leaned heavily on 
mumbo jumbo, In conciusion though only Herridge,Post and McClain, Journal American, 
thought evoning worth seeing. A professional, creditable job, rated Post oritio. Whilee 
lattor billed it as 4 provocative though generally bewildering evening. World Tele 


gram & Sun critic Bagar sugzocted the trilogy would make fine opera material. Kerr 
Herald Tribune, believes what killed off the ° ’ 
in the first piece. folk play is elaborately demonstrated 


Summer Tryouts 


Cour’ Olympus, & new comedy-drama by Richard Reardon tried out at Westport, Conn, 
Country Playnouse was panned by Dash, Women’s Wear and Doul, Variety. Former found 


it even hopeless for entertaining summer theatre 

patrons, while trade paper mugg not- 
ed thet the characters never take form, beyond Listleasly and — kine 
up from one settee to sit down upon another. Rita Gam also was panned in lead. 


. 


off Broadway '! 


See Page 1 For Digests of Off Broad- 
way shows of week, 


See Page 1 For Credit list of new 
Originals Only shows 


Cirole in the Square may return to 
their original site on 5 Sheridan Square. 
Group which has been hunting for a gut- 
able are theatre since they were forced 
to move their hit A Girl on the Via Hun- 
inia upt om ., Talks now underway 
Wita the omer of the theatre for refurb- 
iching the theatre so t will comply with 

4re Department and Department of Licen- 
se rulings, 


Second play of Proscenium Productions 
at Cherry Lane in Set will de Jean Anouilh 
Thieves Carnival 


Theatre De Lys aay have a new omer 
next fall. Lucille Lortel, founder of the 
White Barn Theatre,vestport,Conn, is neg- 
otiating with halph Voerhis to purchase 
the building, A lesal battle is promised, 


Stage Right Players will present 
Rickey, a dramat{zation of Charles Calitri 
at Carnegit Reoitel Hall Aug 20ece 
A Scone for Derry E. ane starring Leo 
Fuont $e Sed in Exglieh at the 
Downtow. Netten z. Theatre Oct 27, ,-Comm- 
unity Opes, "ne for Dinner “pera” 
at ver? caposles when Am 
erioen .) i of Seal Artistes naten de 
cided not to 1. its members to appear 
without compensation, 


* Yiddish Theatre 1 


Benjamin Rothman will present Sands 
fn the Negev at the President Theatre tn 
wth Anniversary cf Second Ave- 
nue Theatr. will open Oo. 74 with new 
Yiddish musica. o M: Luok 


—— 


Vaudeville 


—— — — 


Helen Kane and Gus Van head Palace 
stage show. Hiller & Lee are also featu- 
red. "Return from the Sea" ie ourrent film, 


Theatre Book Comments ' 


"Shaw's Corner" by Stephen Män- 
sten(Roy) presents a lively oonver- 
sational portrait of GS by his neigh- 
bor, recommends Moore, Times, Book 
deals with GBS last five years and is 
better than Winsten's earlier "Days 
with Shaw. 


“Around Theatres", a collection 
of Max Beerbohm's essays (Simon & Sch- 
uster), was rated by Sheaffer, Zagle, 
as a volume of witty,polished writing 
best savored and enjoyed by the relex- 
ed reader, not torn through or gulped 
in a hurry 


Main Stem Stuff", is a book of 
amusing light Verse on Broadway and 
seme of it: «haracters by press agent 
Tom Weatherly, okays Coleman,Mirror. 


' Sheatre Record Comments ' 


"ong of Norway" original coast 
albuy’ (Decca) provides extremely plea- 
sant listening a decade after its first 
pesformances, &pproves Briggs,Times, 


“Comedy in Music" dise of Victor 
forge's current NYC one man show re- 
corded by Columbia proves that even 

with just his voloe and a piano,Borge 
emerges as an ococasionally hilarious 
— with a fine musical wit, coments 
erald Tribune reviewer, 


"Student Prince Highlights” album 
(Decca) with Laurits Melchior, Jane 
Wilson and Lee Sweetland received’a 
mild favorable notice from Briggs, 

Times. Critic thought Melchior’s qua int 
pronunciation of English did not make 

him ideal, while Wilson's voice was 
pleasent if not always firmly controlled... 


1 Gree: Room Department ' 


GOLDEN DOZEN..212 plays picked by Chapman,News for “Theatre 54“ annual published by 
Random House are; The Caine Mutiny Court ilartial, Tea and Sympa thy, Teahouse of 
the August Moon, Madam Will You Malix, The Confidential Clerk, Ondine,0h Men (h 
Women, Tho 814d Gold Cadillac, Sabrina Fair, The Nemarkeble Mr. Pemnypacker, 
The Pagan Game, The Gelien Apple. E out Take A Giant 88 because it 
fatiet to % ibe qualivy and h. Walle se Seared Bnd cs A Man 
defsated itse:> it nod dvliberate lack of taste. 


COLUIN night oritiow gut only hot dots on Jones Bench Arnbien Nights 
junket, while first night cxitios got a buffet dint, reverts 
ef Colton have dun te thas vo Keap show 
to Drake gives Kicust Shakespeare lectures 
Thursday af ce. notes Sullivan, 


WHOSE DE LrS . Exaet Dy who will snd/or is the Greenwich Village's Theatre 


de Lys is a story that io libsiy to cont = +» some time, explains Watts,News, 
Though Lucille Lortel enacuneed that he <alke over as owner next nonth,the 
Post Constructior. Company val eh took ve ubsatre when the original sonst- 
ruotion costs were uot paid give up ownership. theatre spoke 


aman snid that ‘ortel's righ!) to buy «> quectionable since it is based on the 
sale to hor of «a “optioa to buy“ by . original omer, William de Lys, who 
is reportedly in debt to the federal cuvernment for back taxes, 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS..eVivien Leigh should withdraw from the over-arty and underpaying 
tendencies of Sir Laurence or lute, urges Farrell,World Telegram & Sun, 
experiments with color and longer dramatic stories will keep many veteran act- 
ors off the Ir dadway stages, predicts Sylvester, News. 


INTERVIEW HI~LITES...The theatre is a very personal thing,it isn't a business, Mary 
K Frank, atvociate producer of Playwrights Company Tea and Sympathy told Sheaf- 
fer, Eagle. 4 producer's function should de like a oartain's, to get the right 
director, tis right players, and to know what this thing is ell about. A lot 
of plays get al- fuld up, she delieves, because of productions that are un- 
certains. .Peoply want to hear men sing to pretty girls, St. John 
Terveli, Lamvertville,NJ, Musio Circus producer, explained to Torre, 

He doubts very much if audiences are very much interested in scenery. Terrell 
hopes to have a new Music Circus running soon in Washington.D.C. 


8 Pros & Cons 1 


The Cretan Woman is 4 lively, worth- Salvation on A String presents $ 
while production of T very difficult play, df: re types of folke eee by Paul 
Though far from purfect it features outst- renn, But only the popular "Yo Count 
anding perfurmences by Jacqueline Brooks Fer“ ds successful, The other two pre- 
and Charles Atman. Their physical and his- sented some fair to excellent acting 
tronic powers makn the pro on worth wasted on second rate material, Paul 
seeing, Bus go on a cool night for the ad- Green fans just have to wait a few more 
vertased “air-cooled” house turns out to years until the right actors and the 
be equipped with a quartet of small fans, right plays get together up North here. 


— 
l uv 


$1 million plus is the price Samuel Goldwyn paid for the.soreen rights to Guys 
and Dolls. Joseph L. Mankiewicz will write and direct the film, and Frank Loesser 

Ras agreed to write additional musical numbers. The film wil) start rehearsals in 
October and will be put before the camaras Jan 5, 


Plays 


The Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker olosed. .. Holen Hayes will appear in a play at 
the NY City Center ecembereealichael and Fay Kanin will adapt the Japanese prize 
winning film "Rashomon" for a Broadway stage produet 40h. . . bi rector Studio set up by 


Laura Malin and Anita PantellisesA Maude Adams Memorial Center at Tannersville, NY, 
is being planned, 


People 


Harry Belafonte will ster in a 6 month coast to coast road production of An 
Evening of Negro Folklore and Music in the fall..Shelley Winters will star ian 
vam Merchant's Faster] Nel. . Tale Wexler is subbing for Dick York, Tea’ and 
Sympnthy while latter puts In Wels National Guard training...Gebriel Pasoal,wio 
<Imod the Shaw plays,died in NY at age 60. 


Summer Playhous #8 


Abdard the Bandwagon, à revue with mater:+! from original "Bandwagon", "At Home 
Aboara™, and “Flying rere“, will de presermed at Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope, 
Pa July 19 with Roddy MaoDowall sparred...0o.:‘sle Musical Theatre, Wallingford, Conn, 
opened first season with Annie Gt Your Gun starring Helen Gallagher. 


Other Broedways 


National company of Caine Mutiny Court Martial opened in San Franoiscoss«Wonder 
ful Town opened tour in Chicago... Free asy, @ Blues Opera will be perfermed by 
cast of Porgy and Bess while on its curren uropean der. „Te Sea Gull production 
in Moscow drew IT ouFtain calls opening night. „The Wooden Dish, which Aldrich & 
Myers are producing , opens in London July 12 starring Joan Willer. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


Peter Pan with Mery Martin and her daughter, which opens its road tour on the 
west coast next week, will be telecast on 150 at — — ine. Moss Hart has 
given TV rights to Lady in the Dark to Max Leibman for an NBC TV spectacular. . . IB C- 
TV considering full hor weekly series of TV dramas from Margo Jones Theatre 54 in 
Dallas, Texas.. Anthony Ross is featured in a new weekly CBS TV series "The Clew"... 
SEE "PLAYGOER'S GUIDE" for "THEATRE ON TV THIS WEEK” Listings. 


Theatre Record Notes 


RCA Victor has signed original cast alb for two of . 8 
Silk Stockings and Famy, um rights for two of next fall’s musica 
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